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DISCIPLESHIP—LESSON SIX 
 

NEHEMIAH 4:1-9 
 
 

A quest for RENEWAL brings OPPOSITION!!! 
 
A. Formula for a Spiritual Fight—Get busy for Jesus 
 
B. Your plans to follow God arouse the ire of the Devil. 
 
Nehemiah faced INTERNAL and EXTERNAL opposition: 
 
A. Sanballat, Geshem, Tobiah represented external opposition. They opposed the 
work and mocked Nehemiah’s leadership. They even enlisted other Arabs, 
Ammonites, and those from Ashdod—who plotted to attack the builders. 
 
B. Internal opposition came in the persons of wealthy Jews who were taking 
advantage of the poorer Jews by charging extremely high interest rates for 
needed loans. Some of the Jews had married foreigners who worshipped other 
gods. Many were not tithing and keeping the sabbath holy. 
 
Nehemiah stood spiritually tall during this time. Like Moses, who opposed the 
worship of the golden calf—Samuel who opposed Baal worship—Nathan who 
opposed David’s sin—Jehoshaphat who trusted God to defeat a much greater 
enemy—Nehemiah took a stand that was right, rather than allowing the people to 
do as they pleased!!! He would not be discouraged or intimidated by internal 
difficulties or external threats against him. He simply depended continually on 
God for wisdom and for God to bless His work. 
 
 
OPPOSITION??? 
 
1Peter 5:8 NKJV 



“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 
 
NLT 
“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a 
roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.” 
1 Peter 5:8 NLT 
 
Devour—an intention of Satan—to destroy quickly—consume—engulf—
demolish—devastate—annihilate—wipe out—ravage—ruin—wreck. 
 
Satan devours us with INTIMIDATION and FEAR!!! Many if not most followers of 
Christ, fail to accomplish great things not because of great sin in their lives, but 
because Satan DEVOURS them psychologically. 
 
A. The Mind is a Battlefield—Joyce Meyer 
 
B. Where is God When it Hurts—Phillip Yancey 
 
C. God in The Ghetto—William Augustus Jones 
 
 
TOOLS OF THE OPPOSITION: 

1. THE RIDICULE 

Nehemiah 4:1-3 NLT 
“Sanballat was very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He 
flew into a rage and mocked the Jews, saying in front of his friends and the 
Samarian army officers, “What does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re 
doing? Do they think they can build the wall in a single day by just offering a few 
sacrifices? Do they actually think they can make something of stones from a 
rubbish heap—and charred ones at that?” Tobiah the Ammonite, who was 
standing beside him, remarked, “That stone wall would collapse if even a fox 
walked along the top of it!”” 
Nehemiah 4:1-3 NLT 
 
——-passed over for a job 



——-left out for refusal to gossip 
——-ridiculed for not participating in worldly and accepted acts 
 
“RIDICULE IS CAUSED BY SUCCESS, NOT FAILURE!” 
 
“THE DEVIL REMINDS US OF OUR WEAKNESSES TO SABOTAGE OUR SERVICE.” 
 
“Those feeble Jews”—weak or ineffective 
 
Remember WHO YOU ARE: 
 
1Corinthians 1:26-31 NLT 
“Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s 
eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the 
world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he 
chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose 
things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to 
bring to nothing what the world considers important. As a result, no one can ever 
boast in the presence of God. God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our 
benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he 
made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, 
“If you want to boast, boast only about the Lord.”” 
 
When the Devil tries to “sabotage our service” and destroy our dreams, we must 
remember God’s promise: 
 
1John 4:4 NLT 
“But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over 
those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who 
lives in the world.” 
 
“We ought not live in a fantasy world, but instead have a vision of what God can 
do through us.” 
 
Proverbs 29:18 NKJV 
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who 
keeps the law.” 



 
The Devil would have you believe that you can accomplish nothing for God and 
even if so, it is inferior or second-rate. 
 
Philippians 4:13 NKJV 
 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
 
THE RESPONSE 
 
Nehemiah 4:4-5 NLT 
“Then I prayed, “Hear us, our God, for we are being mocked. May their scoffing 
fall back on their own heads, and may they themselves become captives in a 
foreign land! Do not ignore their guilt. Do not blot out their sins, for they have 
provoked you to anger here in front of the builders.”” 
 
Rather than exchanging insult for insult, Nehemiah PRAYED! 
 
Proverbs 15:1 NKJV 
“A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 
 
Examine Nehemiah’s Prayer: 
 
——-Calls on the Lord 
——-God had already pronounced judgment on Israel’s enemies 
——-Prayer turns vengeful—OT vs NT 
 
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT HAD NOT YET BEEN OFFERED BY JESUS! 
 
CONTEXT—Have you ever felt that way or prayed in a vengeful manner??? 
 
——-Ever wish or pray that God would GET THEM?  
 
——-Ever wanted to or have told them off—given them a piece of your mind? 
 
WHEN UPSET OR OFFENDED, THE FIRST THING WE SHOULD DO IS PRAY BECAUSE 
PRAYER DIFFUSES THE ANGER! 
 



James 1:5-7 NKJV 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the 
wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;” 
 
Proverbs 29:11 NLT 
“Fools vent their anger, but the wise quietly hold it back.” 
 
Instead of exchanging insult for insult, Nehemiah PRAYED!!! Rather than arguing 
and escalating a situation, let us CLOSE OUR MOUTHS AND PRAY!!! A person 
cannot argue by themselves! 
 
RESULTS: 
 
Once Nehemiah had put his enemies in God’s hand, he could FOCUS on the 
work—rebuilding the wall. Resentment and anger rob us of both mental and 
physical energy, while also adversely affecting our witness. Such makes us less 
effective if not completely ineffective and enables Satan to win the victory! 
 
Sanballat and the Samaritans from the north—Tobiah and the Ammonites from 
the east—the Arabs from the south and the Ashdodites from the rest—though 
arch enemies, they now unite against the Jews. Opposition has grown from two 
groups to now being four! 
 
WHAT ABOUT JESUS: 
Luke 23:10-12 NLT 
“Meanwhile, the leading priests and the teachers of religious law stood there 
shouting their accusations. Then Herod and his soldiers began mocking and 
ridiculing Jesus. Finally, they put a royal robe on him and sent him back to Pilate. 
(Herod and Pilate, who had been enemies before, became friends that day.)” 
 
 
Nehemiah 4:9 NKJV 
“Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of them we set a 
watch against them day and night.” 
 



Prayed and set guards in place—PRAYER IS NEVER TO BE A SUBSTITUTE FOR 
PREPARATION AND ACTION!!! People of God must both PRAY and be ALERT!!! 
 
Ephesians 6:13 NLT 
“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the 
enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.” 
 
 
Ephesians 6:14-18 NLT 
“Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s 
righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so 
that you will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of 
faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and 
take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all 
times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all 
believers everywhere.” 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: DEALING WITH DISCOURAGEMENT 
 
LET’S PRAY 
 


